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Mohammedans to remember the teachings of their Prophet in the matter of
the cordial treatment of even their enemy, and of reposing confidence in him
for the lapse of a year or two would change his heart. His remarks about
Pandit Malaviya applied equally to Lala Lajpat Rai whose heart he knew full
well. He always stopped with Lalaji whenever he went to Lahore, and could
say that he (Lalaji) was a strong advocate of Hindu-Muslim unity. But he, the
speaker, wanted it to be made known to all that he did not want to make an
enemy of a Hindu who did not like to remain on friendly terms with a
Mohammedan, and the same was his position with regard to a Mohammedan
adopting similar attitude towards a Hindu. The Hindus informed him that
they were afraid of the Afghan invasion. He on his part was not the least
afraid of it, for it could take away his head from him but not his religion.
This fear of the Hindus was unfounded. There were a few Urdu papers
in this Province which, in the opinion of the Mahatma, spread poison and
were taking great part in cutting at the root of the Hindu-Muslim unity.
It was really shameful to look at them. If the Mussalmans wanted to safe-
guard Islam, they should unite with the Hindus. Appealing to the Hindus,
Mahatmaji remarked that they could not drive the entire body of Moham-
medans out of India. Their very existence demands unity with the Moham-
medans. India was responsible for destroying the independence of other free
countries, and our freedom will put an end to foreign exploitation of India
and will secure Hindu-Muslim unity. The work of the leaders lay in the
union of the hearts of the two communities and in the befriending of the
weak and the strong. The speaker invoked divine aid for that end and for
the change in heart.
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On rising to speak, Mahatma Gandhi was greeted with deafening shouts
ofjais. As owing to his weak state he had to deliver the speech sitting, a chair
was placed on the platform in which he took his seat* He spoke in Hindi in a
dear voice which was heard everywhere in the hall.

He began by referring to the vow that the new graduates had taken and
prayed to God to grant them strength to avoid everything calculated to harm
their creed or country. He congratulated them on their getting their degrees

1 At its third convocation held at Bradlaugh Hall; Madan Mohan Mala-
viya and Shaukat AH also attended.